Human Trafficking and the Runaway and
Homeless Youth Population
Human Trafficking is Sex Trafficking and Labor Trafficking
The Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) defines victims of Severe Forms of Trafficking in
Persons both as victims of labor trafficking and minor victims of sex trafficking. 1 According to the
National Human Trafficking Resource Center between 2007 and 2012, 74% of reported child
trafficking cases involved sex trafficking. Additionally, they found that children make up 72% of labor
trafficking cases involving peddling rings and 25% of cases of traveling sales crews.2
Runaway and Homeless Youth are Vulnerable to both Forms of Human Trafficking
Many factors contribute to the overall number of homeless youth each year, but common reasons
are family dysfunction, exiting the child welfare or juvenile justice systems, and sexual abuse.
Research has shown that 21-42% of runaway and homeless youth were sexually abused before they
left their homes.3 These young people often flee abuse and violence
at home, but are exposed to further sexual victimization and human
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Homeless youth are also vulnerable to labor trafficking because the
traffickers promise them what they don’t have, food, housing and
employment. In a survey conducted with ATEST, of the homeless
youth providers that screened for child labor trafficking, each
program had identified at least one labor trafficked youth.
Runaway and Homeless Youth Programs Provide Prevention and
Services for Survivors of Human Trafficking
Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (RHYA) funded programs have
experience providing youth at risk of being trafficked with a safe
place to stay and offer services to survivors of trafficking to help
them heal from the trauma they have faced. Street Outreach
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Programs (SOP) were first funded to provide services to “runaway, homeless, and street youth who
have been subjected to or are at risk of being subjected to sexual abuse.”9 Each year, 25,000 youth
find shelter with the support of Street Outreach Program staff10 and are able to escape further
victimization on the streets.
Basic Center Programs (BCP) provide emergency shelter (currently up to 21 days) to homeless youth
who are at risk of human trafficking. These programs work with the youth and, when appropriate,
their family to help them find secure and stable housing. In 2013, 94% of young people who stayed
in BCP programs had safe and appropriate exits, and 72% were reunited with their families.
Transitional Living Programs (BCP) provide longer-term housing (up to 21 months) and supportive
services to older youth so that they can achieve self-sufficiency into adulthood. In 2013, 88% of
youth in Transitional Living Programs (TLP) exited into safe environments.11
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