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National Runaway Prevention Month (NRPM)
National Runaway Prevention Month (NRPM) is an annual 
awareness and prevention campaign held in November, 
focused on issues facing runaway and homeless youth.

The campaign goals are: 
• To raise awareness of the runaway and homeless youth 

crisis, and the issues that these young people face

• To educate the public about solutions and the role they 
can play in runaway prevention and ending youth 
homelessness
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Learning Objectives

• Understand the role of hybrid and virtual events as 
part of NRPM

• Learn effective engagement and planning strategies
• Identify platforms and methods for hosting virtual 

events
• Explore NRS-hosted event opportunities



Planning Events: Collaboration
• Work with local organizations, partners and other community-based providers
• Identify corporate partners who may be interested in providing space, access 

to technology or financial support
• Build upon an existing event or effort already planned for November in your 

community
• Use resources, materials and graphics from NRS and co-brand these items to 

localize the information



Planning Events: Engagement & Awareness

• Develop an outreach plan for getting the 
word out about your upcoming event

• Use social media, your website, email, 
newsletters and local partners to help 
spread the word

• Send a press release to local media outlets
• Consider an incentive for early 

registration/participation – NRPM goodies, 
prizes, etc. 

https://cdn.1800runaway.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/NRPM-Partner-Toolkit-2021-FINAL-1.pdf



Planning Events: Involve Young People

• Include young people from your programs in 
your planning efforts

• Invite a youth with lived experience or a panel 
of young people to share their thoughts and 
perspectives as part of your event

• Encourage young people from your programs or 
community to become NRPM Youth 
Ambassadors; they may host their own events 
with guidance from Youth Toolkit

https://cdn.1800runaway.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/NRPM-Youth-Ambassador-Toolkit-2021-FINAL.pdf



Events Ideas & Sample Virtual Platforms
In-Person Virtual Virtual Platform

Movie/Film Screening At-Home Streaming GAZE

Community Resource Fair Virtual Resource Fair Hopin

Community Leaders Panel 
Discussion

Community Leaders Panel 
Discussion

Zoom

5k Race Virtual 5k Race Charge Running

Wear Green Day Wear Green Day Photo Collage Zoom/Teams/Email/Adobe

Battle of the Bands Virtual Battle of the Bands Event.Gives

https://letsgaze.com/#/
https://hopin.com/pricing
https://www.chargerunning.com/virtual-races/
https://event.gives/


https://www.1800runaway.org/prevention-education/lets-talk-runaway-prevention-curriculum

Let’s Talk: Runaway Prevention Curriculum

• 14-module free prevention curriculum
• Host a series of on-line youth-led/youth-

focused discussion groups; offer a train-
the-trainers session on using the 
curriculum; partner with a local school 
or after school program to host an event 
using a module from the curriculum 



NRS’ National Events

• Encourage your supporters to 
participate in the scheduled national 
events

• Plan a local event to coincide with 
national efforts, i.e., request corporate 
partners organize companywide Wear 
Green Day or host candle lighting 
ceremony as part of Light the Night 
events



Educate with NRS Materials 
• Download or order NRS free educational and outreach materials for distribution 

at your events
• https://www.1800runaway.org/prevention-education/educational-and-outreach-materials

https://www.1800runaway.org/prevention-education/educational-and-outreach-materials




1800RUNAWAY.org/NRPM
Follow Us on Social @1800RUNAWAY

Maria Taylor
Prevention & Youth Engagement Coordinator
mtaylor@1800RUNAWAY.org
773-289-1723 
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